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COOLIDGE, calvin (1872-1933), lawyer,
statesman, thirtieth President of the United
States. He was born at Plymouth, Vt., on
July 4, 1872, with ancestry that goes back
to the origins of New England, There he
imbibed those notions of liberty under law,
those habits of industry and serious thought,
that developed into the man of character, of
purpose,—the public administrator. He at-
tended the village school, later Black River
Academy at Ludlow, and St. Johnsbury
Academy, and at 17 entered Amherst College,
from which he was graduated cum laude in
1895. He showed in this period a great in-
terest in political history. In his senior year
at Amherst he won a competition open to
students of all colleges for an essay on "The
Principles for Which the Revolution Was
Fought."
The same year he went to Northampton,
Mass., where he studied law, and earned the
right to practice in 1897. In 1905 he married
Miss Grace A. Goodhue, of Burlington, Vt.,
and they established their home in North-
ampton. While the practice of law brought
him some success, his real interest was in the
political field. At a later time he said in a
public address: "Politics is not an end, but
a means. It is not a product, but a process.
It is the art of government. Like other values,
it has its counterfeits. . . . It is the process
of action in public affairs."
His Else to the Presidency. Coolidge's
rise to the higher places in State and National
politics was a gradual process, step by step.
In 1899 he was elected to the city council,
-and he filled in succession the offices of city
attorney, and clerk of court. He was state
representative, then mayor of the city, and
in 1912 was elected to the Massachusetts
Senate. Here he served for four years, the
last two as its President. Then for two years
he was Lieutenant-Governor, and for the
next two years (1919-1920), Governor of
Massachusetts. The Republican National
Convention nominated him, for the vice-pres-
idency in 1920, and he was elected to that
office, succeeding to the Presidency, in August
1923, on the death of President Harding,
and was elected in 1924 to continue in that
high office.
His Career in Massachusetts. In the
several positions which he held in Ms home
state, Coolidge mastered the problems of
each as he went along, and there is evidence
that the problems of the nation received much
 of his attention and study. la the State
Senate his work attracted wide attention; his
was recognized as one of the best informed
minds on public questions of tbe day. As
Governor he had to face some difficult situa-
tions. The one which focussed the eyes of
the Nation on Massachusetts was the strike
of the Boston police in September, 1919.
The Boston police are a part of the state
organization and act under its authority;
hence the situation was one for the State
officials to handle. Governor Coolidge's
condemnation of the strike was heralded to
all parts of the country and made him a
national figure. One sentence in liis message
to a union leader was: "There is no right to
strike against the public safety by anybody,
anywhere, anytime.'* Other situations call-
ing for executive action brought statements
or vetoes which displayed both Coolidge's
independent courage, and the fundamental
soundness of his political philosophy.
The 1920 Convention. The Republican
National Convention, in June, 1920, had
several candidates for the nomination for the
presidency who were outstanding figures in
the nation, men of highest character and
attainments, who had performed important
services, and deserved high consideration on
their records. Warren G. Harding won the
nomination for the presidency on the tenth
ballot, and Calvin Coolidge was unanimously
nominated for the vice-presidency. There is
no doubt that Coolidge's nomination was due
to the conviction of his real presidential qual-
ities. The Harding and Coolidge ticket won
by a large majority in the November election.
Under our system of government the Vice-
President has no administrative responsi-
bilities. But President Harding- instituted
the practice of requesting the Vice-President
t# attend the Cabinet meetings. This proved
a most fortunate plan, for it enabled Coolidge
to get a clear understanding of the public
questions under discussion, and the attitude
of the administration on them.
Accession, to the Presidency, The death
of President Harding, August 2, 1923, came
with dramatic suddenness, and mingled with
the grief of the nation was a national anxiety
as to the capacity of Calvin Coolidge to
measure up to the responsibilities of the pres-
idency. In the quiet of Ms boyhood home,
and in the presence of Ms father, a notary
public, he took the oath of office. The habit-
ual reticence wMeh marked Coolidge's inter-

